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Mapping out mistakes in tiling

Tiling is a multi-facetted task
that requires cooperation and an
understanding of all parts of the
job. Jerry Tyrrell maps out the
process required and the need to
avoid ‘shortcuts’.

istakes in tiling can cost almost

as much as a waterproofing

failure. Yet most builders don’t
know why these problems keep occurring.
The client or architect chooses a product
and does not bother to research whether
itis appropriate or to coordinate what set,
adhesives, grouts and joints are needed.

Most of the very good tilers | have
dealt with know or want to know about
prevention. But they need your support.
And rarely do all the stakeholders get
together to ‘scheme’ success.

So let’s get down to work. There is a lot
to learn and the following are the main
ingredients in a successful tiling job.

The author would like to acknowledge
the input of Colin Cass, @ member of
several Australian Standards committees
and the Master Builders NSW tile and
stone consultant. Colin’s company
consults on prevention of problems with
tile, stone and waterproofing and offers
efflorescence avoidance advice. Contact
Techtile@gmail.com H

Jerry Tyrrell is co-founder of Tyrrells
Property Inspections. He has more than
30 years’ experience as a labourer,
tradesman, contractor, architect, mediator,
building consultant and author.

Next issue:

Building bushfire safe houses will
become commonplace and easy to do if
every builder knows the basics. My next
article will look very closely how building
survive in bushfires and what we need to
learn about Bushfire Safety,

Please email me any thoughts or
experiences at jwtyrrell@tyrrells.com

Set out
o Clarify set out and laying pattern with client in all areas.

Basic rules

o Centre tiles from most visible view

e Start with full tile at entry of area where
possible — part cutting of this first tile
might be necessary if a small strip could
be left against any wall

e Avoid small cuts wherever possible

e Align floor and wall joints where specified
including up and over hobs/bath walls

e Checkthe falls in floors will be adequate

e Ensure the waterstop at the shower will be
flush with tile tops for frameless screens
and protruding 5mm for framed screens

Safety

e Select tiles which are not slippery when
wet (guidance from Standards Australia
Handbook 197)

e Do not create %2 steps

¢ Avoid sharp corners/edges especially
where children can fall
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Surface preparation

e Ensure surfaces are clean, dry and not
contaminated by curing compounds,
release agents etc. The quick test is
sprinkle some water on the concrete, if it
doesn’t soak in and make the concrete go
darker the surface will need cleaning or
scabbling back

® Prime wall boards according to the
adhesive manufacturer’s instructions

e Check substrates for soundness, trueness
and deflection within defined limits

Durability

e Exterior tiles should be frost and salt
resistant if exposure is likely

e Tiles around pools must be chlorine and
salt resistant

e Check the viability of using tiles/stone for
driveways/garages/carports

e Discourage the use of very dark materials
in sun exposed locations

This article has been reproduced with permission from BUILDING Connection magazine, WINTER 2009.
Connection Magazines does not endorse any manufacturer, product or service nor does it provide any assurances of product or service performance.


http://www.connectionmagazines.com.au/

Warranties/guarantees

o Get written manufacturer’s warranties
for any stone or composite material you
use. This is especially vital for new,
untested materials
Same applies for glue, grout, sealant sealer
systems — which should come from the

same supplier Where to find help

e Australian Tile Council
www.atcnsw.com.au

* Australian Stone Advisory Association

Spare parts Wwww.asaa.com.au

Always get tiler to price to leave full box ¢ Adhesive and waterproofing

of every tile manufacturers all offer product use advice
® Record mix of any coloured grout C Stom er
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